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Would-Be Contraband Stopped Short of Brockbridge Correctional Facility 

 
 Suspicious trespasser arrested 

 Large amount of tobacco  
and cell phones found nearby 

 
TOWSON, MD (August 1, 2008)---Fast action by Division of Correction 

personnel after receiving a tip from a neighboring building resulted in a man’s 
arrest, and a significant seizure of tobacco and cell phones----contraband that 
was apparently intended for inmates at Brockbridge Correctional Facility (BCF). 

 
  On Thursday, July 31st, BCF received a call about a suspicious man in 

the woods. Correctional officers quickly responded, approached the man, and 
contacted the Maryland State Police (MSP).  A search of the area resulted in the 
confiscation of a bag containing five cell phones and 20 pounds of tobacco. The 
suspect was arrested and faces charges; attempting to deliver cell phones to  
Maryland inmates is subject to a three-year prison sentence.  

 
Contraband is dangerous for correctional facilities in numerous ways.  

Highly sought, yet illegal, items such as drugs, cell phones, electronics and 
alcohol cause violence and tension among the population due to their sale and 
trade.  Cell phones are particularly alarming because they allow the inmate 
population to stay in contact with the criminal life they left on the street. 

 
For the safety of staff and the inmate population, the DOC has increased 

its contraband interdiction effort, beginning outside the fence.  In recent months, 
the Division has enhanced entrance procedures, trained K-9s to sniff out cell 
phones, doubled intelligence staff, and increased training.   

 
“We will do whatever we can to get these phones---and all contraband--- 

out of the hands of inmates in order to keep the public, staff, and inmates safe,” 
stated DOC Commissioner J. Michael Stouffer.  

 
An effort that began last fall to confiscate cell phones resulted in a 27% 

increase in finds, with an average of 79 phones found monthly from September 
2007 through April of 2008.  
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